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I.—Forerien Potirics. 


Tue Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen | Calcutta] of the 12th September 
says that the victories of Japan in its present war 
‘ with mighty Russia: have created a feeling of 
disquiet among the European Powers, who might very well combine to over- 
throw the only Powerin the Far Hast but for their mutual jealousy. The 
feeling for Japan in the English Press has also undergone a change, In fact, 
the victories of Japan have breathed a new life into the Asiatic races. 
2. The Hétavarta ne of the 18th September has the following :— 
‘he way in which Russia seizes British vessels 
and sometimes sinks them, prevents the English 
merchants from sending their merchant vessels to the Far East, but Germany 
is fearlessly sending her ships to Eastern Asia and selling her goods. Some say 
that this is due toa secret alliance between Russia and Germany, but others 
deny it and attribute the activity of the German merchants in the East to their 
pluck and spirit of enterprise. The English people and the Government, on the 
other hand, insist that Russia should cease to be partial to one Power at the cost 
of the other, but it is not likely Russia would listen tothem. By helping the 
Japanese in the present war and sending en expedition into Tibet, and also by 
arranging to send a commercial mission to Persia, the English have offended the 
Russians, who are therefore trying to satisfy their grudge by injuring their 
trade and thereby cutting at the very root of British greatness. But if the 
lion and the bear continue in their present attitude towards each other for 
some time, the position may become serious. 


8. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th September remarks that a 

eins new treaty has been entered into between the 

ogland British and Japanese Governments, with a view to 

facilitate the import of Indian-made articles into 

Japan. It is a good thing indeed. But who would be benefited by this new 
treaty ? The Indians or the Europeans ? 


4. Referring to the conclusion of peace at Lhassa, the Charu Mthir 
hs thas Within. | Mymensingh | of the 13th September observes :— 

é The time has now come to estimate the net 
gains and losses of this mission, There are many who have not yet been able 
to understand the need for such a mission at all. There is nothing glorious or 
heroic about this measure. We cannot understand how the prestige of the 
British Government could be increased by defeating a people like the Tibetans, 
who are unarmed and averse to fighting. What credit can a strong Power like 
the British claim by defeating an immeasurably weaker foe like the Tibetans ? 
And as regards Russian influence in Tibet, has it been weakened by the despatch 
of this mission? Russia at the present moment has her hands full of trouble in 
another part of tne world. The choice of this particular time for the despatch 
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of the mission may be evidence of sound statesmanship on the part of the ” 


British Government, but for ourselves we cannot see in it anything to be 
proud of. We do not grudge the tributes of praise offered by many in 
England to Lord Curzon, Colonel Younghusband and General Macdonald for 
their personal success in this business. 

So much for the mission as far as it concerns Britain. Taking its other 
aspect, as it affects the people of Tibet, the story is one which will create 
distress in every heart. Itis a matter of no small regret that so much innocent 
Tibetan blood should have been shed for nothing. We cannot on any ground 


justify this mission. Almost every country in the world is crying shame on _ 


the English for their part in this affair, People think with regret of the days 
of Bright and Gladstone. Can this mission be called a ‘‘ Peaceful Mission” 
when one thinks of the unrest it has created and the havoc it has wrought 
among the peopleof Tibet? The world at large has not been convinced, in 
spite of Lord Curzon, that the Tibetans themselves are: responsible for the fate 
which has overtaken them. | : 

Lord Curzon did not do wisely to choose this day of Russia’s distress to 
send this expedition. It is bound to prejudice Russia against England in a 
way which might lead to infinite trouble in the future. During the distressful 


days of the South African war Russia might, if she had chosen, have greatly — 
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added to England’s trouble. But she refrajned and thereby gave evidence of 
her great generosity. And is this mission a worthy return that Russia now 
receives at the hands of England? We are ashamed to witness this evidence of 
the degradation of English politics. 

The Tibet Mission has shocked the sentiments of the Buddhist community 
over the whole world. There are many among them who are excited at 
the idea of their monasteries having been sacked and their priests insulted, 
This is not a -fact to be lightly passed over, for history furnishes ample 
evidence of the intimate connection there is between religion and war, as cause 
and effect. Lord Curzon has thus displayed the greatest want of foresight in 
having furnished an occasion for an outbreak of fanaticism among the 


Buddhists. 
Nor is this all. We cannot confidently affirm that the peace now 


- concluded at Lhassa means the final conclusion of even the — trouble with 
¥ 


Tibet. The Dalai Lama is now in Mongolia, probably seeking the help of the 
Emperor of China. It is a fact that many of the eminent men of China are 
his supporters. It is a matter for consideration, again, if this treaty will be 
maintained when, if ever, the Dalai Lama comes back to Lhassa. In that case 
internal dissensions among the Lamas are rg | likely to arise. Can it then be 
that, after all, the Tibet Mission has been a failure? Must then the half-a- 
crore of Indian money which Lord Curzon spent on this mission be called 
a waste ? 

Lord Curzon may pride himself on the fact that the London Times has 
been loudly sounding his praises, but he should none the less take note of what 
the world at large has been saying of this mission of his to Tibet. 

5. Referring to the Treaty of Lhassa, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 
“— Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 14th September 

edeisngstuara wc ys writes as follows:— 

We are glad that there was not much bloodshed at Lhassa, and thanks are 
due to Colonel Younghusband for the happy conclusion of the matter. But it 
may be asked, why should poor India’ be saddled with the cost of subjugating 
the peace-loving and innocent people of Tibet ? 


6. Referring to the conclusion of peace with Tibet, the Soltan [Calcutta ] 
ore of the 16th September observes :— 

The pean with Tibet. Peace has been made, and the curtain falls on 
a historic event of great significance. Many people feared many things about 
this Tibet Mission. But happily things have, on the whole, come to a favour- 
able conclusion. The only hitch that remains is that the Dalai Lama might 
return to his capital and create trouble afresh. But everybody knows that the 
effects of such a contingency, if it happens, will not in the long run be favour- 
able to Tibet. 

Whatever else this treaty may or may not do, it will practically put a stop 


' to all future moves of Russia in connection with any designs on Tibet. There 


is absolutely no doubt that if the Russian bear had not been engaged in a death- 
struggle with Japan in the Far East, she would have opposed England in the 
matter of this expedition. As it is, she has troubles enough of her own to 
onnay her hands fully. 

here is no doubt that English merchants will be gainers by the commer- 
cial clauses of this treaty. So also will be the Kabulis and Punjabis among 


the Musalmans, and the Marwaris among the Hindus, But there is no hope 
that the Bengali Musalmans will benefit in any way. 


7. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th September has the 


ae . following:— - . 
The Sibet Missin. The Tibet Mission, though called a peaceful 


mission, did not hesitate to frighten the Tibetans with a show of fire-arms, 


nor did it fail to kill hundreds of them for a trifle. At Lhassa, although the 


Mission had not to strike a single blow, races and sports to show their 
bravery left nothing to be desired; but: they did not find the Grand Lama on 
entering Lhassa. However, Lord Curzon’s Tibet Mission, after having spent 
a.gpod deal of money, having suffered great hardships, and having committed 
murders and robbery, have succeeded in obtaining only a piece of paper 
bearing some signatures. 


| ( 895 ) 


‘no to the recent treaty between the English and the Tibetans, _ Hvar, 
' ae ; the Hitotarta cpap of the 18th September Soph. 108, ee. 
The Tibet Mission. remarks that the fall 0 the Dalai Lama, which 
d with the entry of the Peace Mission into Tibet, 1s altogether a new 
ching in the ‘history of Tibet. This ie the only change at present, but others 
will follow as may be found necessary. — | . | 


IIl.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. , 


9. The Mhar ry of the 13th September says that thefts are very Niwar, ia) 

| sc requent in the Contai town and subdivision, ‘ert. 18th, 1904. i hie 

Thefts in the Midnapore district. Othe night of the 21st Bhadra last, a theft was ah 
committed in the shop of Babu Rajendra Kumar Ghosh, The olice failed to . | 
trace the thieves. Not a single case has been successful y investigated : :| 
by the police. The chaukidars and dafadars are getting higher pay as usual, i 
but what are they doing ? a 


10. A correspondent of the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 15th September Jon, 
refers to the gp committed by Kahars in rt. 15th, 1904, 
Outrages by Kaharsin Raojan, Raojan, district Chittagong. These men, who 
a usually act in gangs, steal cattle from the cattle- 
sheds, crops from the fields, fruits from the trees, and fish from the ponds ig 
and rivers. As an illustration, the following case may be mentioned. On be 
the night of the 9th September last, a party of four Kahars entered the a 
cattle-shed of one Rasu Majhi in village Dabua to steal his cattle. Rasu a 
Majhi offered resistance, whereupon a whole gang appeared on the scene, nia 
consisting of about two hundred Kahars. ‘They set fire to some of the houses, Bay 
and it was only the appearance of a young man armed with a fire-arm on the 
spot which finally frightened them away. Before they went away they 
threatened the villagers with a repetition of their attack the next day. The , 
District Magistrate was telegraphed to, and it is understood that he has ' 
promised special police help. 


11. The Rangpur Dikprakas {| Rangpur] of the 15th Septemher observes Rancrca Diernaxas, 
that outrages on women are getting more and more Pt. 15th, 1904. 
frequent in Rangpur. Formerly such cases were ; 
rare, whereas nowadays they happen daily. In cases like these the award ni 
of sufficiently heavy punishment to the offenders is the only deterrent. But : 
as a matter of fact we find that the guilty parties in most cases go unpunished 
for the following reasons :— | 


(1) Want of evidence sufficient to ensure conviction. 
(2) The doubts and caprices of individual Judges. : ) 


(3) Disinclination on the part of many people to undertake the expense 
and trouble of going to law. 


(4) Insufficiently bribing the police and the consequent failure to secure 
their help. : 


Take the two recent cases of outrage at Sapti Bati and Aditmari. In 
none of these cases were the offenders brought to book. Something should 
be done if the good name of the British Government as guardians of the 
life and honour of its subjects is to be preserved unsullied. 


12. Acorrespondent of the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 17th September = Basvuan, 
says that since the last four or five months thefts **?* I7th, 1904. 
have become very frequent in Nagarpur, Duajani, 
: Mamunnagar, Radhenagar and other villages within 
the Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district. Seldom a night passes 
without the occurrence of a case of theft. Sometimes eight or ten such cases 
Occur in a single night. The local police is inactive in the matter. The 
Village sheniiace and dafadars are almost strangers to the villagers. The 
calls of the former are sometimes heard, but only in the eveniog. 


Outrages on women in Rangpur. 


Thefts in some villages in the 
Mymensingh district. 
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13, In referring to the recent convictions by the Chief Presidency 

_ Magistrate of persons selling cocaine without 4 

., Lnerease in the sale of cocaine ticense, the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 17th 

: ae September says that the sale of cocaine is daily 

increasing 1n spite of these convictions. In Nutanbazar alone there are 

scores of shops in which the drug ia sold. Only such men are arrested by 

the police who fail to satisfy their demands. Something could be done to 

check the evil if the persons appointed to arrest the offenders be officers of a 
higher rank. ‘ 

14, The same paper says that there is a great hue and cry about country. 
ganja in the town of Puri. Onthe 30th August last 
an Excise Inspector, with a number of policemen, 
broke into the house of one Babu ji am baswar 
Khutia. One of the Muhammadan constables defiled the family temple and 

ulled down the idol there with his stick. The District Magistrate, having 
Sasa informed of the fact, has censured the oy and the Excise Inspector. 
we are anxiously awaiting the 


The alleged misconduct of an 
Excise Inspector in Pari. 


A case is now pending against the police, an 
result. 

15. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 17th September complains 
that the chaukidars of the villages under thanas 
Jagatballabhpur, district Howrah, neglect their 
duties. They are rarely seen to patrol their beats at might, and they seem 
to think that when they have collected the chaukidari-tax and appeared at the 
weekly muster at the thana they have nothing further to do. 

The same paper observes that complaints are getting frequent against the 
conduct of Babu Nilmadhav Singh, Daroga of Bagnan thana. It 1s alleged — 
that he is in the habit of taking wares from the hawkers and treating them to 
kicks when they ask for their price. He is also said to let off those criminals 
who can bribe him sufficiently. He maltreats and abuses the chaukidars and 
dafadars subordinate to him, and makes them do many personal offices, ¢.9., 
hewing wood, cutting grass, pt water, etc. 

Encouraged by the evil example of his superior officer, the jamadar of 


Complaints against the police. 


-Bagnan thana also commits illegalities, For instance, it is stated by a corre- 


oo that when a case of death by snake bite occurred in village Kamar. 
aha on the 2nd September last, the jamadar refused to pass orders for the 
cremation of the corpse until he had been paid a salumi. ) 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


16. Referring to the Warden case, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda 
Bazar Paitrika (Calcutta] of the 14th September 
writes as follows :— 

Babu Ramanugraha, the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah, who tried the 

case, took Dr. Moir’s evidence as gospel truth, and disbelieved the evidence 
given by Dr. Unwin and other doctors of the Calcutta Medical College who 
had actually attended the deceased Ramjar cooly. 
_ Babu Ramanugraha, we thought, would prove to be a courageous and 
impartial judicial officer. But now we see that the dread of white men has 
become deep-rooted in the native constitution. In cases against white men 
native judicial officers consider it. imprudent to incur the displeasure of the 
Anglo-Indian community merely for the sake of justice. The Warden case 
threw Babu Ramanugraha into a sea of difficulties, from which he was fortu- 
nately rescued by Dr. Moir, It will, however, be some days before he will 
be fang to calm the qualms of his conscience for this miscarriage of 
Justice. : , 

17. Referring to the Warden case, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th 

September writes as follows:— : 
Repeatad instances of failure of justice, in 
cases of death of natives from wounds inflicted by Europeans have made us 
almost despair of seeing a better order of things.. Would a fine of Rs, 100 
have been thought sufiicient if the accused in the case under notice had been 
& native and Ramjan cooly a European? Would not our Anglo-Indian con- 
temporaries and the Imperial Anglo-Indian Defence Association have, in that 


The Warden case. 


The Warden case. 
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ease, rent the skies with ories of. ae and oppression? . It is hoped -that 
‘he Government of India will call. for the papers of the case, and that an. 
appeal will be preferred in a higher Court for an enhancement of the sentence 
on the accused person by Se Police Magistrate of Sealdah.: A fine of 
100 cannot certainly be sufficient for an offence which brought about the 
death of & man. | : 
18. In noticing Deputy Magistrate Babu Ramanugraha Narayan’e 
devision in Mr. Warden’s case, who was found 
a ee re guilty of committing under soe provocation an 
assault only on a cooly which ultimately resulted in his death, the Hitavaria 
Calcutta] of the 18th September remarks that it was kind of the Deputy 
aheb to order the fine imposed on Mr. Warden to be paid to the widow of 
the deceased, but we would have been much more pleased and it would have 
paved the way to his promotion if he had not ordered any punishment 


at all. 


19. The Hitavadi fOaloutta) of the 16th September says that Mr. 


MacBluine, the District Judge of Nadia, sometimes 
The District Judge of Nadia. comes to the Court at 11 a.m., and sometimes 
remains inhis private room till4 p.m. Even the least noise upsets him, and he 
has ordered his orderly to prevent any person from passing in front of his 
private room. QOneday a police constable was going to the lock-up for an 
offender by the front of the private room and was immediately caught by the 
orderly and taken to the Saheb, who let him off after hearing of his business. 
The other day, while hearing a case concerning the Navadwip School, Mr. 
MacBlaine made some most improper observations against the sanctity of 
Navadwip as a place of pilgrimage. The Judge, moreover, never hesitates 
to insult pleaders. 
20. A correspondent of the Krishnanagar (Krishnagar] of the 16th 
September complains against the Land Acquisition 
A congieies catee Se age Deputy Collector of Nadia. It appears that at 
Acquisition Deputy Collector of the time of constructing the Ranaghat-Mursbida- 
bad Railway, the land required for the purpose 
was. first taken possession of by Government on the understanding that com- 
pensation was to be awarded subsequently after proper inquiry. The subject 
of complaint is that the Land Acquisition Deputy Collector who is now 
employed on this work is unmindful of the convenience of the suitors who 
come to him. For instance, the parties whose property has already been 
valued, and who have come to receive their compensation money, do not always 
find admission to his Court. They are often made to wait six or seven days. 
The expense and trouble these long waits entail, deter many people, the 
compensation due to whom is small, from coming at all. Again, ifa party 
fails to come on the aden day on which he is required to attend, he 1s 
made to dance attendance for days together before he is attended to. And 
finally mukhtars, whatever their standing, are not listened to by the Deputy. 
Collector unless they wear puggrees. 
21. The Suhrid[N oa of Rg ag neerene nar that Babu 
ison L en, the first Munsif of Noakhali, ia a 
one Ont. oontt * i wae extremely irritable temper. He has became 
& terror to parties and witnesses, He never loses an opportunity of striking 
off cases, rejecting applications, etc. He often makes mistakes in deerees. 
Recently he behaved very high-handedly towards Maulvi Abdul Aziz, Special 
Sub-Registrar, in a commission matter. The District J udge is a Bengali 
= he been a European, the Munsif would by this time have been given a 
on. | | | | 
22, The Rangpur ramen [Rangpur] of the 16th September writes as 
a ollows :— 
A tae Magistrate of : lst August last ‘was the day begged the, 
: earing of a case against Janiu Nasya, Dasetults 
Basunia and others in the Gok Mr. Hamilton, the District Magistrate of 
Rangpur. The Court sat. at 11 4.M. on that day, and the complainant in the 
above case being: called, did not. immediately appear. The Court then passed 


the following order :— 


* Complainant absent, 
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Immediately after the complainant appeared and was questioned by the 
Court on many points. The Court then passed the following order :— 

From an examination of him, he is evidently trying to conceal the fact that they claim 
the tank. I decline to treat it is a matter for a Criminal Court. Still, before finally 
dismissing it, I will allow applicant six days’ time to consult a trustworthy pleader whom 
I will approve of; who after looking into both sides’ clayms (a mukhtar represents the other 
a will let me know definitely that he finds this is a matter for the Criminal and not Ciyi] 

ourt. | 
Does an order like this become a District Magistrate? Who’ are his 
trustworthy pleaders? He frequently asks pleaders and mukhtars, “‘ Are you a 
pleader or mukhtar?’ What is his intention in doing so? Mr. Hamilton 
shows great unwillingness to issue summonses against accused persons, and 
often, after giving a good deal of trouble to complainants, refuses to entertain 
their complaints. 7 , 
_ 28. Referring tothe decision of the Chief Presidency Magistrate in the case 
of Kedar Thakur, a Brahmin cook who was charged 
with having assaulted a municipal peon in Bara Bazar 
and fined Rs. 150, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta ] of the 17th September observes :— 
No one can say how the Court considered the accused rich enough to be able 
to pay a fine of Rs. 150. We see that the Judges nowadays do not possess an 
unbiased mind. as 
24, A correspondent of the Ratnakar[Asansol ] of the 17th September calls 
: attention to a criminal case which has been brought 
against the third Munsif of Arambagh in district 
Hooghly. The facts asalleged by the prosecution are these. The Munsif on his 
way to Court had to pass along the road near the local post office on a bicycle. 
A number of bullocks with loads on their backs, with four or five ignorant 
cultivators in charge, were also passing along the road at the same time. The 
Munsif rang his warning bell ss a sign to the cultivators to keep his way clear, 
but probably through ignorance they took no notice of it. The effect was that 
the Munsif’s bicycle came in collision with one of the: bullocks and he was 
thrown off his seat. After arriving at Court he sent six or seven of the most 
able bodied among his peons to arrest the above-mentioned cultivators. They 
returned with two servants of the Dutt family of village Painta in custody. The 
Munsif thereupon thrashed the two men so severely that they almost lost their 
senses. ‘The aggrieved servants have lodged a complaint in the Court of the 
local Subdivisional Officer. 
25. The Khulnavasi | Khulna] of the 17th September writes as follows :— 
ee | sree Judicial officers should try cases under the 
git eyes ores’ Forest Act with special care. That Act, differing 
as it does in fundamental principles from all other 
laws, } sat upon the accused person the onus of proving his innocence, It is 
very difficult to disprove statements made by forest manjis, because how can a 
man procure evidence in the desolate tracts of the Sundarbans? In this state 
of things, if accused persons are subjected to greater inconvenience by being 
required to undergo their trial in remote and inaccessible places, failure of justice 
is inevitable. Cases under the Forest Act should never be tried outside head- 
quarters, because if the accused in such cases, who are almost always uneducated 
rustics, are deprived of the help of lawyers, and if the complaints are supported 
by educated officials, the former are sure to be convicted. 


(d)— Education, 


26. The Nithar (Contai} of the 13th September makes the following 
The new scheme of vernacular ®8USSe8tions in the course of an article on the new 
education. scheme of vernacular education :— | 
(1) If instead of establishing a Kindergarten school at Kurseong in which 
some Deputy Inspectors of Schools are being trained, Government had opened 
such a school in Calcutta, many Sub-Inspectors of Schools and lower teachers 
would have availed themselves of the opportunity to master the reformed system 
of training. Other persons too, who do not expect to be employed in 
Government service, would have joined the school, and in ten years a large 
number of teachers able to teach boys in the high schools according. to the 
new system would have been made available. 


A heavy fine on a yoor cook. 


A complaint against a Munsif. 
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(2) Nermal schools should be made model schools. for the infant and 
rimary classes, and to such schools teachers should be appointed as efficient as 
the Sub-Inspectors, so that under their guidance the teachers of the normal 
schools may become specialists in the art of primary teaching. In this manner 
middle class teachers should be trained. re 
(3) In every subdivision a trained Sub-Inspector, an English teacher, 
and a middle class teacher should be maintained at Government expense. They 
should work according to the following system :—~ 
~ An infant class should be opened in connection with the Government aided 
high school at each subdivisional town, and any deficiency in the furniture of 
the primary class should be made up. Government may also cause some portion 


of the high school’s fund to be spent for this purpose. Three teachers should — 


be appointed—one for the infant class, one for the primary, and one for the 
middle class, and they should work for one year. The Sub-Inspector of Schools 
should inspect such schools and give instructions for conducting them accordin 
to the new system, and should be assisted in this work by two additiona 
primary teachers. After one year the Sub-Inspector and his assistants should 
open guru-training schools, a | then with the help of some primary and middle 
class teachers as apprentic-s establish some model primary schools. There should 
be three teachers in each of such schools. The Sub-Inspector should devote 
himeelf, with the assistance of the two primary additional teachers, to the work 
of giving instruction to schools within his jurisdiction. By following this 
method the new system may be successfully introduced in the whole country. 
If this method had been followed in the Midnapore district, the result 
would have been far better than it is now. The number of Sub-Inspectors of 
Schools appointed is too large, About Rs. 6,000 have been thrown away in 


distributing Kindergarten boxes and books in the schools, The use that the — 


ill-trained gurus are making of those materials is ridiculous, and the wishes of 
the authorities have been frustrated. ) 

27. Referring to the recent appointment of a Musalman Sub-Inospector of 

The new Sub-Inepector of cW0ols for Bajitpur, in Mymensingh, the Charu Miher 
Schools, Bajitpur, Memancinds. (Mymensin gh | of the 13th September observes that 
in this case preference was given toa Musalman, 
evidently to maintain the fixed proportion between Hindu and Musalman Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools, which Government has laid down for each district. The 
selected candidate was a teacher of Persian in the Kisorganj School, while his 
chief rival was the Hindu Assistant Head Master of the same school, who is an 
M. A, in Sanskrit. Considering that the vernacular of this district is Bengali, 
and that a Persian Maulvi is not expected to know much of that vernacular, 
wage should have been given to the Hindu candidate; or if a Musalman 
ad to be selected, one proficient in Sanskrit (and there are many such 
Musalmans available) should have been appointed. - 
28. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th September contains an adverse 
ie diles Cee ots eed ac criticism of the Junior Teacher’s Mauual in Bengali, 
Bengali. cnenergwenue't. by Dwijendra Nath Neogi, B.A., as being a book 
. _ disfigured by typographical errors and incorrect 
language and full of ludicrous doggerels. 1t is a most silly production. 

The author supposes all school-rooms to be fitted up with benches, 
frames, desks and galleries, which few primary schools possess. 

Ina certain passage, the author wants the boys to be taught that it is 
patty to die than to eat a bitter thing like quinine, Is this a sound moral 
esson? Nay, is not the advice calculated to interfere with the Government’s 
quinine trade ? 

i The author, though a graduate, has misquoted Goldsmith’s well-known 
Aine, “ Fools who came to scoff, etc.” as * Fools that came, etc.” ) 


29. The Aitavarta [Calcutta] of the 18th September, referring to the : 


ed speech of the: Lieutenant-Governor at Bankipur, 1n 
Bankipnr. “Governor at which His Honour is reported to have said that the 
| 7 Sibpur Engineering College was soon going to be 
removed to a place nearer to Bankipur, and that it was therefore not necessary 
© raise the status of the Bihar School of Engineering to that of a college, 
observes that one college cannot be considered sufficient for Bengal, Bihar and 
Chota Nagpur. A college at Sibpur or Ranchi cannot prove s0 convenient to 
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Municipality. 


this time, in order that the course and virulence 0 
in the spprosching plague season. The plague-spots in the city have become 
marked and shoul 


(0 ) 


the Biharis as one at Patns. Besides, Bankipur is the centre of Bihar, 
and the people of Ghaszipur, Ballia and the other adjoining districts of the 
United Provinces find it more convenient to | | 
se than at Allahabad or Rurki, The case of the Bankipur Traini 
School, nited 
Provinces, clearly. shows the need. 


prosecute their studies in 


which has students from the neighbouring districts of the Uni 


30. A correspondent of the Dacca Prokash pce of the 18th September 
publishes a defence of Babu Kalipada Basu’s book, 
A Sarnare. Bangiya Kindergarten, a8 a reply tothe Hitavadi’s 


attack noticed in the Report on Native Papers in Bengal for the week ending 
the 17th September 1904, paragraph 36. 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


81. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Caloutta} of the 
: ) 14th September says that although Calcutta is now 
The plague and the Calcutta s]most free from plague, yet precautionary measures | 


should be adopted by: the city Munici 
? the epidemic may be 


Y from 
ecked 
now receive every attention from the municipal P|] 
Department. But the Yorporation are doing nothing in the matter. For whet 
urpose does the Plague Department exist if the needful is not done? It is 
oped that the Lieutenant-Governor will see that this point is brought home to 
the Municipality. | 
32. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the extremely bad 
| condition of some of the roads in Asansol. These 
sin Ces a Some roads are S.B. Raha’s Lane, Talpukhuria 
Rajkumar Doctor's Lane, the Asansol Village Road, and the Khalasi Mahalla Road 
to the north of the railway station. There being no proper system of drainage 
in the town, the place becomes very unhealthy in the rains. On the 22nd August 
last, the local Municipality sanctioned Rs. 4,459 for the repair of the roads, but, 
atrange to say, so much as Rs. 2,600 out of this sym has been allotted for the 
repair of G. C. Mitra’s Lane, This road is 3,000 feet long and 10 feet broad 
and passes by the west of the residence of the Vice-Chairman of the Munici- 
pality. The Budhardanga pert of the road is inhabited by mehiers and the 
ocal trenching ground is situated by its side. This ruad was thoroughly 
macadamised is 1902. It is therefore altogether unnecessary to have it 
repaired again now ata large cost. Strangely, however, the repair of this road 
had been half done before the money was actually sanctioned. No tender had 
been called for the work. The municipal authorities are in the habit of reject 
ing petitions made by the local rate-payers. | : 
33. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 14th September says that the 
tee » tates Civil Surgeon of Barisal has summened more than 
me surgeon or wsese" a hundred vaccinators from the mufassal to the 
head-quarters, but he himself has been staying out of the town for neagly 
a fortnight. The poor vaccinators are living in the town at a great cost. 
Former Civil Surgeons never took more than one day for the work. 
34. A correspondent of the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 16th September com- 
iil plains of water-scarcity in village Pakulla, thana 
scor'y- ——‘ Sariakandi, district Bogra, The nearest river is 
two miles off, and there is only one tank inthe village. The water of this 
tank is, however, quite unfit for drinking purposes, and disappears. in the 
summer. There are some bils half a mile or so from the village, but these aly 
are useless for the purpose. . 
35. The Ulubersa Hopes [Umberie' of the Res September calle nen 
o the present miserable condition of the © 
src eassavcg Uluberia, The Municipality at the peo gps sero 
was eriabiinhed against oe sepened yeaa 4 the local public, and has proved 
an engine of oppression © r. in, the ing of the Bengal- ar 
Railway has intertored with A gael: iechhans of x country. Gaiarin , 
in consequence sppeare! in an epidemic form in the villages. The sadar town 
hitherto was free from this scourge; but with the establishment of the Munici> 
pality people are no longer allowed to cut the embankments which, impede the 
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outflow of water. The effect has been a great accumulation of stagnant water 
‘1 the town during the recent heavy rains and a severe outbreak of malaria. _ 
The embankment which protected the neighbouring villages from the 
encroachment of the river has been breached in several places. The consequent 
rush of water at flood-tide has destroyed the houses and crops. Hitherto these 
breaches used to be repaired year after year, but this time the zamindar, Babu 
Khetra Krishna Mittra of Andul, has done absolutely nothing. ‘ Some thirty or 
forty villages in Bir pargana belonging to this zamindar have about three or 
four cubits of water standing on them, the whole presenting an immense expanse 


of water. 


Uluberia was formerly counted a healthy town, where people resorted for 


a change of air. Unless the Municipality is soon abolished, and the embank- 
ments on the river-side repaired, the place willsoon be converted into a 


wilderness. a 
36, Referring to the proposed establishment of a veterinary infirmary 
at Khulna, a correspondent of the Khulnavasi 
fencer’ of the 17th September contradicts the 
statements made against the proposal in the Khulna of the 1st September [see 
Report on Native Papers in Bengal for the week ending the 10th September 
1904, paragraph 44 |:— | 
(1) The police report shows that thousands of cattle die without 
treatment in the four thanas of Paikgacha, Bateghats, 
Asasuni and Kaliganj, leaving the town of Khulna out of 
account for the moment. The correspondent himself once 
had a calf which got the stone of a mango stuck it its throat. 
- There was no veterinary assistauce available to extract the 
stone, so the poor beast died after four months’ painful 
existence. oe | | 
(2) Over all the south part of the district, individual householders 
possess cattle numbering from a hundred to four hundred. 


(3) The average yearly export of cattle from this district amounts to 
50,000 heads, 


The immense importance of this trade in cattle to the locality may be 
gauged from the fact that in the single thana of Kaliganj during only three 
months of the year some 30,000 heads of cattle are sold in the fairs. ae 

If the proposed veterinary infirmary be not considered necessary for 
Khulna, it might be given a trial either at Kaliganj or Asasuni thana. | 

37. Acorrespondent of the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 18th September 
complains of the oppression committed by the 


A contradiction. 


The Colgong Municipality. 


taxes on persons living in Colgong as well as on carts and pack horses that 
come within its limits from the outside, and attributes the decline of trade 
and therefore the material condition of the people in that Municipality to this 
cause. Recently, the correspondent says, two merchants left the town, as 
they were required to pay Rs. 60 as the municipal tax. One Devi Charan, 
who receives an annual salary of Rs. 50, has been assessed at Rs. 50. He is 
also about to leave the town. Besides, police casés under section 34 are daily 
instituted. Notices are issued to the people to demolish this thing or that 
thing. The drains are a veritable hell. The metalled roads are full of dust, 
while the unmetalled roads are like paddy-fields, - me : 
The street lamps posted at long intervals are not kept clean and give a 
very dim light. ) Ee 1 
The Chairman is the zamindar of the place, and his manager, who was 
lately a teacher of the local minor school, is the Vice-Chairman. 2 
The Chairman never comes to the town, and all that the Vice-Chairman 
does is to take an official visitor round-the town, of which the roads and streets 
have been swept for the occasion. | et et ht es eae a sg 
388. The same paper is glad that the immediate result of the strike in 
' -. Bara Bazar has been a visit to that part of the 
stein’ 8°04 result of the Marwari town by Mr. Allen, Chairman of the Corporation 
e, On, ; . d 
who was convinced of its bad condition an 
recommended to the members of the Marwari Association to form Vigilance 


servants of the Colgong Municipality in levying 
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Committees, who should submit their reports to him through the Association, 


when, he said, he would try his best to improve the state of things. 

- The same paper thanks the Chairman for his kindness and courtesy, and 
hopes he will save the people from the hell of Bara Bazar. It also congratulates 
the Marwari Association for its efforts and success, and points out that it is the 
result of their unity only. | 

39. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta } of the 19th September, in connection 
_ with the last strike in Bara Bazar, which is said to 
eo - be the outcome of the utter disregard shown to the 
various representations made to the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality 
by both the Marwari Chamber of Commerce and the Marwari Association, sa 
that the Marwaris should not sit idle, as the main question at issue will 
considered after the Pujas. They should see that matters are so arranged 
that the merchants may‘ be able to carry on their business with the least 
obstruction on the roads. | | | 
40. The same paper writes to say that for the past one month or go, 
eculiar form of fever has broken out in Calcutta. 
_—e t is usually preceded by a slight fever, followed 
shortly by red eruptions all over the body, the patient loses all appetite, his 
limbs become painful, and the temperature varies from 100° to 103°. It lasts 
for a week. A dose of castor-oil followed by quinine is the best remedy. Has 
the Health Officer given any information about it to the public ? 


(g)—Ratlwags and communications, sncluding canals and trrigation, 


41. The Uharu Mihir (Mymensingh | of the 13th September observes that 

_ many terrible items of news are being published 

PE Machhpara railway accl- in the newspapers concerning the Macbhpara 

: railway accident, The railway authorities have 

not yet let the public know if the intermediate-class car which got telescoped 

into the goods van contained any passengers at all. Government should 
appoint some qualified persons to inquire into this matter. | 

42. The Sanjivant esac of the 15th September writes as follows :— 


| : n the day following the occurrence of the 
Pg Machhpara railway colli- Machhpara og 4 collision, a renowned vakil of 


the Calcutta High Court went to Pangsa, This 
gentleman tells us that he heard from the local people that many passengers 
had been killed in the collision and many dead bodies had been removed in a 
carriage to some place which they did not know. An _ intermediate-class 
carriage was smashed, and people are unwilling to believe that it was 
empty. A correspondent wrote to us last week that he had, with his own eyes, 
seen an intermediate-class passenger lying dead outside the carriage. e 
official report is that only five people died and six were wounded in consequence 
of the collision. But the local people hold a different opinion. It is necessary 
to know whether there were any passengers in the intermediate-class carriage 
near the engine, and how many passengers there were in the female carriage. 
43. The Httavadt [Calcutta] of the 1€th September says that the 


The Mesh sais public are not satisfied with the report which the 

2 EDP SSE vailway authorities have published regarding the 
Machhpara accident. A correspondent, who was a third-class passenger in 
the wrecked mail train, says that when he recovered from the shock which 
had stunned bim for some time he saw a gentlemen, who was travelling with 
his family, lying with a nasty wound in the head and his wife dead with an 
infant on her breast. Then appeared a white man who began to push the dead 
body of the woman with his feet towards a goods carriage. The wounded 
gentleman exclained, “ Don’t beat her; she is my wife.” The white man 
turned, held the gentleman by the hand, and asked him to rise. The latter tried 
but failed. On this, the white man began to push him also with his feet. The 
ntleman piteously said, ‘Saheb huzur, don’t kill me. I shall live.” The 
eartless saheb replied, in a harsh tone, “ Sala, son of a bitch, you too are 
dead.” The correspondent’s name is Nava Kumar Dutta, and his address 


No. 1, Beneatola Lane, Calcutta, He knows of many other things about 
the occurrence. ; . 
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, Referring to the Machhpara railway accident, the Daily. Hitavads «* Hravapr, 
wi i : [Cleats of the 20th September remarks:— = ‘P= 7™ foi 
The Machhpera railwsy accident. ~ ‘hore are many railways which, to show.a profit, 
curtail their expenditure beyond the limits of safety... The Machhpara accident 
furnishes @ case in point. The railway track here is single-lined, The 
authorities have reduced the number of signallers at the place to a dangerous 
extent. We understand that the Station Master of Machhpara has, for about a 
year now, been repeatedly applying to his superiors to get that number increased 
at his station, but in vain, Considering the multiplicity of duties entrusted to 
the Station Master and the Assistant Station Master, it is a wonder that accidents 
do not happen daily. If there had been an additional, signaller at Machhpara, 
this accident might not have happened at all. Now that it has happened, all the 
blame will, as a matter of course, be thrown on the poor native Assistant Station 
Master. But previous enquiry should be made as to the multitude of duties 
discharged by the Station Master. Will the Railway authorities offer any 
satisfactory explanation as to why such grave responsibility is thrown on the 
shoulders of a ae fen Assistant ? 

45. The Jyot [Chittagong | of the 15th September remarks that it has long Jyom, 
, : been pointing out the need of a waiting-room or at Sept. 15th, 1904. 
Need of a waiting-room at Sita. least a waiting-shed at Sitakund station on the 
kund station on the Assam-Benga! A ssam-Bengal Railway, and its repeated representa- 
. | tions must have attracted the attention of Govern- 
ment. But the regret is that nothing has been yet done to supply the want, 
Fully seventy-five per cent. of the working expenses of this railway are met 
from the public funds, and the public therefore have a right to have their 
comforts attended to. The European employés of the line have had a splendid 
rest-house built at Hinguli for their convenience when out shooting, while the 
complaints of the native passengers remain unremoved. Is such unequal 
treatment fair ? , 
46. Al Punch [Bankipur} of the 17th September complains. against ax Ponca, 
as iis iene tae the mismangement of the Bihar Light Railway, and sept. 17th, 1904. 
oSrnar Might Newey. recommends that for the convenience of passengers 
the following improvements must be made :— 


(1) The guards‘should be grown-up and steady men, instead of lads 
and drunkards. 
(2, The time-table should be so ed as to keep connection with the 
timings of the East Indian Rail way. : 
(3) Every station should be provided with a goods shed and waiting-room 
ee for passengers. | Pee oe 
(4) Watermen should be appointed to supply water to the passengers at 
every station. 
(5) Every station should have platforms. Ifthe Company be too poor 


to supply the above wants, the line may be sold to the East 
Indian Railway. 


47. The Bangavast Calcutta] of the 17th September observes that the — Banaavas, 
| daily local train from Burdwan which arrives at Sept. 17th 1904. 
Howrah at 3 p.m. always contains a large number 
of railway coolies as passengers. These coolies, when they enter the train, carry 
with them ail sorts of things, from a shovel ora long spade to fencing wires, 
or quantities of fire-wood. They use the third-class compurtments, to the 
reat inconvenience of the ordinary respectable passengers, specially females. 
Provision should be made for separate carriages for coolies, if the comfort of the 
ordinary third-class passenger is to be consulted. | 


(h)—General. 


48. Referring te the abolition of competitive examinations, the Daily pny Bravo, 

: | | Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 16th September writes :— sept. 16th, 1904. 
The abolition of competitive The past history. of this question shows how 
Seer successive Lieutenant-Governors from Sir William 
Grey to Sir Rivers Thompson gave a trial to the nomination system, making 
occasional attempts to introduce an element of competition, and how the results 
of the purely nomination system failed to satisfy the public. To arrive ata final 
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decision on this question, Sir ‘Steuart Bayley in 1889 studied its whole previous 
history and, as a result, came to the deliberate conclusion that “in any scheme 
that isto be final, the principle of competition must occupy a prominent, 
perhaps the most prominent, place.” The scheme which he adopted as a result 
of this conclusion provided for both competition and nomination. Half of the 


total number of vacancies was to be filled by competition. The remaining half 


was to be filled up by nomination, but half of this half was to go to such 
nominees as had secured one-third of: the full marks at the competitive 
examination. : 

The experience of the last decade proved how under this system the 
Executive Service was thrown open to the most industrious and talented among 
the youths of the country, irrespective of their social position. The fitness of 
the persons who were appointed under this system was never questioned. We 
wield have been glad if Sir A. Fraser had taken the public into his confidence 
as to the particular points in regard to which he found reason to condemn a 
scheme which has stood the test of experience for the last 15 years, and which 
has all along possessed the public confidence and Kp _ But that scheme, the 
elaboration of which cost infinite time and trouble to his predecessors, he hag 
chosen by a mere stroke of his pen to condemn and set aside. We do not mean 
to imply that it is the mere desire to monopolise power in his own hands 
which has led His Honour to substitute nomination for competition. For the 
detailed scheme which has been published shows that His Honour has reserved 
only one appointment to be made by himself and distributed the rest among 
other officers of Government tomake nominations for. Evidently it is expected 
that the Collectors will be best acquainted with local talent and consequently 
best able to distribute patronage. But this does nut take into consideration the 
influence of favour, friendship, feelings of delicacy and the like in determining 
a choice. That such influences have prevailed in the past 1s shown by the 
appointment of men like Maulvi Bazlul Karim, and in rare cases even of men 
utterly ignorant of English. It is no valid objection against the competitive 
examination system to urge that it is only a test of memory, and, as such, does 
not guarantee the possession of the other qualifications of a successful adminis- . 
trator. As this examination is controlled by Government, Government might 
have the questions so framed that they might test the candidate in every 
respect, : 


We have no objection to His Honour’s scheme of entrusting to the 
Collectors and Commissioners the daty of recommending suitable candidates, 
provided that the Collectors and Com:.issioners in making their choice were 
guided by competitive examinations of the candidates to be held at each local 
centre ; otherwise, if the selections are to be left unfettered, to be influenced only 
by recommendations and favour, an undesirable class of officers is sure to be 
appointed, causing loss to Government and dissatisfaction to the public. 


49. Referring to the ‘circular order of the Government in connection 
| with the worn-out coins, the Bhorat Miire 
[Calcutta] of the 17th September says that the 
circulation of old and worn-out coins should, anyhow, cease, as the poor 


people suffer much in dealing with these coins, specially those of 1835 and 
1840, | | M 


50. The same paper notices the case in which the Post Master of Ranchi, 
who 1s a Eurasian, refused a money-order applica- 


__tion for Rs, 10 presented at the post office for 
transmission by one Giridhari Pathak on the 3rd instant, and as there have 


been several such refusals at the Ranchi post office, draws the attention of the 
Postal authorities to the inconvenience to the public. © 


51. The Aryavarta Ecce | of the 17th September has the following :— 


Varing His Honour’s stay here, the Postal 
Department had made arrangements for the 
delivery of His Honour’s mails at 2 a.m., but the public dak used to reach here 
at 9 a.m. instead of early in the morning. It was only to please His Honour 
at the cost of the public that this arrangement was made. When the mail: 
for His Honour as well as the public was despatched for Purulia at one and 
the same time, could they ‘not arrange for the punctual delivery of the latter ? 


‘Lhe worn-out coins circular. 


A postal complaint. 


A postal grievance. 
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But who is to care for the poor public? The Postal authorities ought to take 
ice of this. 2 | 
moar) A correspondent of the Datly Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 17th 

_. September calls attention to the vagaries of two 

Complaints against the Subdivi' high officials at Deoghar, viz., Babu Debendra 

seal oe Dongen. : m” Nath Bose, the Settlement Officer, and Mr. 

- Thompson, the Subdivisional Officer. Against the 

Settlement Officer, it is alleged — who appear before him as suitors 

are addressed by him in language unfit for a gentleman to utter. The follow- 
ing specific acts of oppression are also mentioued :— 


(1) A - or two ago, an old Brahman, who had talked a little too 
oudly in Court, was so mercilessly belaboured by the Settle- 
ronan Officer that the poor man was confined to his bed for 
two days. 

(2) On one ovenaien a peon was ordered by the Settlement Officer to 
administer fifteen cuffs toa certain person. Seeing that the 
peon was not counting the cuffs while he was dealing them 
out, the Settlement Officer dealt out fifteen hard cuffs to the 
peon, saying, “‘Strike in this fashion, sala,” 

(3) On another occasion certain parties who had come to know the date 
fixed for the hearing of their suits were made to wait two 
whole days, without any shelter to protect them all that while 
from the rain. The date was afterwards communicated to 
them leisurely. 

(4) When the suitors happen to be females they are treated to abusive 

epithets like bets, khanki, haramzads, etc. 


The complaints alleged against the Subdivisional Officer are as follows :— 


(1) He is impressing coolies into service to repair the roads, but the 
coolies do not get their full wages. 

(2) A man was one day beating a tom-tom on the public road, and 
Mr. Thompson sentenced him to three months’ imprisonment 
for his offence! Subsequently moved by the man’s appeals 

_ for pit , Mr. Thompson offered to let him off if he agreed to 
~ or a day as a coolie to spread kankar (gravel) on the 
road, | 

(3) Mr. Thomp<on has recently issued a notification forbidding all 
shop-keepers to open their shops in the bazar for five days 
duriog the Bhadra Purnima méla. The shop-keepers will, 
however, be permitted to open stalls outside the town, in the 
open fields. This méla was one of those few occasions 
when the shop-keepers reaped good profits, and this order will 
cause great Joss to them. And during the present rainy 


season, it will not be practicable to transfer all shops (those 


specially which deal in cloths) to the open fields. 


53. Referring to the recent rennistion of the Government - India 
. @nmnouncing the formation of a separate Sani 
way bum c: a oS Department, with a Sanitary Bie te sl ry 74 
os head, drawing an initial monthly salary of 
Rs. 2,000 rising to Rs, 2,500 with an annual increment of Rs. 100, whose 
main function would be to advise the Government of India upon questions 
touching the germs of diseases, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th 
September expresses its satisfaction at the action of the Government to 
improve the sanitary condition of the people, but asks: Would the appointment 
of a highly- paid officer to examine the microbes alone improve the sanitary 
condition of the people, and is there not a vast difference between the Indian 
and the Western system of sanitation ? : ne 
54, ‘The Nihar [Contai] of the 20th September publishes a letter pointing 
. ; out that there is a mosque for Musalmans to the 
weve Of disturbance near® West of the fish-market in the Kantanala besar at 


pawl Contai. There is a big tamarind tree growing 


near this mosque, and this causes great inconvenience to those who say their 


prayers in the court-yard outside the mosque. For the numerous monkeys 
and birds who have made their home in this tree, disturb the cengregation at 
their prayers, and its dead leaves make the whole place dirty. 


DatLy HrravaDt, 
Sept. 17th, 1904, 


Hindi BaNnGaVasl, 
Sept. 19th, 1904, 


NIHA#, . 
Sept. 20th, 1904. 
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delegate many of his powers to 


previous issue. 
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Rs, 32 (?) for paying Rs, 21 to Government. 


The owner of the tree is a Hindu and he refuses to cut it down, although 
he has been requested to do so, An enquiry by the local Subdivisional Officer 
or by some one to be deputed by himisprayed for, __ 


i  TIL-—Leerszation. 
KBOLNAVAsI, 55. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 17th September says that the district 
Sept. 17th, 1904. of Khulna is greatly 


aes : interested in the progress of 
oe ee the Bengal Alluvion Bill, which has been doubtless 
framed by the authorities from honourable and praiseworthy motives, But it 
should be seen that its provisions do not give scope for unnecessary harassment 
of parties. It will not be always possible for the District Magistrate to have 
everything done under his own skin and he will consequently be obliged to 
is subordinate police officers, who cannot be 

expected to be always just and impartial like him. 


HiTaVaRTa, 56. In continuing its article on the Currency Act of 1893, the Hitavarta 
Sept. 18th, 1904. — of the 18th September says as fol- 
The Currency Act. owe: 


The Act has done immense harm to the Indians. The raiyats could hope 
to recover froin the effects of a four or five-year famine with the return of a good 
season and bumper crops, but the Currency Act has frustrated that hope 
ever by artificially increasing the value of the rupee. Government has thus 
devised means to suck the blood of the people slowly and silently, like the 
leeches. How long can a physical frame of flesh and blood endure which is 
sucked from day to day as if by a vampire. The way in which the Indians 
are being massacred by this wicked legislation has already been described ina 


When the Mints had not been closed, the price of silver was high and 
people purchased silver for the purpose of making ornaments at 17 to 18 
annas per tola. With the reduction in the yield of crops, Government demand 
is increasing. He who had to pay one rupee before as taxes has now to pay 
three times the amount. Over and above this, famine and scarcity have, owing 
to the benign rule under which we live, become our constant companions. 

Under the circumstances, when in hard times they are compelled to part 
with these ornaments they get only 11 annas for the silver which they 

urchased for 17 to 18. annas, and thus the poor starving people have to bear a 
ios of between 7 to & annas, in every tola of silver. Before the present 
Currency Act came into force, the people had two alternatives: first, to convert 
their ornaments into rupees at the Mint, which entailed no loss to them, rather 
it saved them something even after defraying all costs; the second was to sell 
the ornaments at nearly the same price for which they purchased them. The 
Mint Act or the currency legislation deprived the people of the privilege of 
getting their silver converted into coins, and there was at the same time a heavy 


Already the Indian subjects under English rule are overburdened with 
the land-tax, but this Currency Act has ruined them altogether. On the one 
hand, the life is taken out of the people in an open manner by means of taxes 
that go under the names of different cesses, such as the Road cess, the Public 
Works cess, etc., while on the other the currency law has, by leech-like sucking 
at the blood, silently increased the land revenue by 30 per cent. Thus those 
who had to pay the State Rs. 100 have now to pay Rs. 130. The reason is that 
Government has artifically raised the value of the rupee from 11d. to 16d. 
The result is that the raiyat gets only Rs. 15 for selling a sovereign (Rs. 21) 
worth of grain. Government says the raiyat does not suffer by this. If it be 
so, why does not the Government realise Rs. 15 instead of Rs. 21 and 
receipt for this amount? In fact, the raiyat has to sell his produce worth 


IV.—Narive Srares. 


Bmarat Mirna, 57, The Bharat Mttra (Calcutta) of the 17th September says that 


The Whesstuur State. it is officially announced that Government has 


ce the Bharatpur State to hel 
the Tibet Mission with 550 mules and 250 bullock-carts, 6 ces — . 


Really the Maharaja, who is yet « suckling infant, has realised the necessity 
of the Government for mules and bullock-carts for the Tibet Mission, 


accepted the offer of 
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The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th September s tl 
in the last preceding week some Indians residing 

Trial of native rolers by thelr i) Pnoland raised the question of trial of Native 
ai Chiefs in Parliament and proposed that the offences 
committed by the Indian Chiefs should be tried by a Committee composed of 
the peers of the accused. Their trial by ordinary Government officials means 
a great dishonour to them. Indeed, the native rulers do not enjoy even that 
freedom which is allowed to the ordinary British Indian subjects. They 
cannot exchange visits with other Chiefs, nor are they allowed to adopt a son 
without the order of the Government. The Maharaja of Panna was punished 
on the decision of only two Europeans, and the Raja of Jaintia (Assam) was 
ordered to be neers | by a Judge who tried him with the help of two 
assessors, but the sentence was reduced to that of transportation as an act of 
clemency by the Chief Commissioner of Assam. Under these circumstances, if 
the proposal is accepted, there is every hope of the native rulers being 
benefited to some extent. 


58. 


V.—PrRospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


59. The Burdwan Sanjivant Fou sug? 

attention to the destruction caused every year by 
the overflowing of the Damodar. The removal 
of the embankment which formerly protected the 
villages on the south side is partly responsible for this. In addition, breaches 
have formed along the course of the destroyed embankment, and these admit 
a large quantity of sand and water, which is deposited on the fields, making 
cultivation impossible. Reference is made to the particular case of about 
78 villages which have suffered severely in this way, owing to some breaches 
having formed east of village Nater, in thana Raina. 


The overflowing of the Damo- 
dar. 


60. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th September has the following 3 


Weather report. weather report :— 


At Giridih weather is normal and public health is good. The place 
between Darbhanga and Kamtowl is under water. ie | 
There was a slight shower at Arrah on the 7th instant. Fever has broken 
out in the town with some virulence. Z 
61. The Hinds Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 19th September has theo 
lowing :—Terrible floods have visited Darbhanga. 
All the crops are under water. Many houses have 
fallen. There are cries of “God help.’ Passengersto the railway station are 
inconvenienced. As there are no lanterns on the road, the traffic .is stopped 
from sunset. ‘I'he Municipality ought to manage affairs carefully. | 
62. ‘The same paper reports heavy rains at Kharka, district Muzaffarpur, 
Heavy rain in Muzaffarpur Which, it says, have considerably damaged the 
district. hadot and rice crops. Cholera has disappeared. 


Floods in Darbhanga. 


. VI.—Miscei.aneous, 


63. Referring to the eulogies which are being bestowed on the Japanese 


Japan eulogised in the English 


ag Russians, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar 


Pairika [Calcutta] of the 14th September writes as 


ee 


. follows :— 

We have now learnt what civilisation means in the West. 
measured by the amount of human blood which a nation can shed. The 
Japanese have hundreds of praiseworthy qualities, which so long went unnoticed 
by Europeans. But the moment they began to beat the Cossacks, that dread of 
the Europeans, Europe and America: rang with the praises of the heroic: sons 
of the Land of the Rising Sun. What a nice measure of civilisation! 

64. The Bikur Bandhu ove wad of the 15th ~~ considers the 

__._ subdivision very fortunate in having such hard- 

ee of the Bihar subdivi- working aud ‘ast officers as the sateen Subdivi- 

sional Officer, the Police Iuspector and the Doctor, 
all of whom have the good of Bihar at heart. _ | 


by the English Press for their victories over the 


There it is 


mber observes that ">t Bancavasi, 


Sept. 19th, 1904. 


of the 13th September draws Bvspwax Saysvam, 


Sept. 13th, 1904. 


BHARAT MITRA. 
Sept. 17th, 1904. 


HINDI BaNGAvaAs!, 
Sept. 19th, 1904. 


HINDI BanGavasi. 


Sri Sri VIsHRU 
PRIYA-O-ANANDA 
BazakR PaTRika, 


Sept. 14th, 1904. 


Brnas Banpao, | 
Sept. 15th, 1904. 
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Bias Bawpav. 
Sept. 15th, 1904. 


BinaB Banpav. 


SaNJIVANI, 


Sept. 15th, 1904. 


ARYAVARTA, 


Sept. 17th, 1904, 


ARYavaRta, 


ABYaVaRTa, 


BHaRpat MitTRa, 
Sept. 17th, 1904. 


HitaVakta, 


Bept. 18th, 1904. 


days. 
then that the local officials do not allow their subordinates to enjoy them? 
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65. The same paper remarks :— a hate 5 
The Hindu festivals are connected with some 
Withdrawal of gazetted holi- yeligious duties and therefore holidays are allowed 
on such occasions by the Government. How is it 


The Bihar Herald reports that some of the Hindu clerks of the Commissioner’s 


office were called upon to work even on the fasting day of Janmastami. 


66. The same paper reports :— 
| There is plague in almost all the quarters 
of the Patna city, and it is virulent in Jehanabad, 
district Gaya. 
67. The Sanjivan ne the 15th September writes as follows :— 
hen Lord Curzon first came to India as her 
Lord Curzon and the prosperity ryler, he found her in the throes of a severe 
— famine. Now that he is coming to rule her fora 
second time, he will find her on the threshhold of another famine. 
in his speeches in England he has proudly asserted that India is advanc- 
ing in prosperity. But when he will come to her she will greet him with 
the words, “ Lord! This is your prosperity.” 
68. In commenting upon Lord Curzon’s return to India, the Aryavarta 
[Ranchi] of the 17th September remarks thus :— 
Lord Carson's return to India. The Indians have already formed ideas about 
His Excellency’s future doings in India during his new term of office. The 
people understand it fully well that Lord Curzon is coming back here to give 
finishing touches to his previous doings. One fact deserves special notice, 
that since his departure the Indians have not ceased condemning his polic 
and have all along wished that he may not return. On the other hand, His 
Excellency has been praising his own rule. What he has said in his speeches 
in England is nothing new to the Indians. He has by his eloquence and 
oration left nothing more to be said, but would the Indians be misled by 
His Excellency’s high-sounding words ? 


69. The same paper says:— 

i . Mr. —, the P Deputy  neaggogayee of 

seioner at Hasscibagh» |S Sté«aszaibagh, prosecuted a zamindar on a certain 
mianioner of Hasaibagh charge, and did not grant him bail. He moved 
the High Court, who directed his release on bail. The Deputy Commissioner, 
instead of complying with the order of the High Court, preached them some 
lessons. The High Court has forwarded all those papers to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, who ordered the Deputy Commissioner to see him during his tour 
at Ranchi, but when he went there to see the Lieutenant-Governor, he was 
directed to see him at Calcutta. Now that Mr. Geake of Ranchi has been 
appointed in his place at Hazaribagh, it is to be seen where Mr. Foster is 
going to exercise his rule. 


70. The same paper sirsel to say Pin Girendra Babu ad apr 
appointed to act during the temporary absence of. 

- ete OM oe Mr. Geake, who tet one to set Peg and 
nding the arrival of another European officer ; ft being of opinion that the 
ndians, being better acquainted with the customs and manners of the aboriginal 
races (the Oraons and Kols), do better than Europeans, invites the Government 
to consider the question. 


71. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th September nye that he 


- Raja of Gadi Sri Rampur in Hazaribagh has ordered 
™ oe 7” from Friday last the substitution of Nagri character 
in all his offices in 


place of Kaithi. | 
On the 8th instant, the Nagri Procharini Sabha of Arrah presented aa 


address to the Raja of Alore, in which the Sabha requested him to introduce the 
Hindi character in the offices of his State, 


72. The Hitaverta [Calcutta] of the 18th September is glad that Govern- 
iceatianaen _ ment is already forming plans to meet the famme 
famine. ua Hq it thinks is impending in certain parts of 


Plague in Patna and Gaya. 


‘ ; ¥ 5 NP. yl MN Pees i eee dbs 42, ta ae hee Thiel! gw tg ee 
bd . Teed . 4 “ * i, oe Bre 3 Se: 9, 74 apd eI Past Pai rs ay OD & ai ‘4 ee: Fe Meith tn" 
Prelit ren vate AM perio Ae he eal a piv EP SF the Hi Cem Dlg ers wo eel Et. 


Sint mee 

_ In recounting the oppressive laws that Russia has ed for the 

“8 , adtehibiration of Finland, the same sn remarks 
as follows:— 

When Lord Curzon does what he likes in the British Raj, which boasts of 

‘ts civilised laws and love of justice, after ee under foot the feelings 

and opinions of the Indian subjects, what 1s to be said of Russia, which has all 

along got the reputation of being oppressive to its people? There is no 


Oppression in Finland. 


wonder if misrule prevails in Finland and the people revolt against the 


thorities. a 
ws 74. In commenting on the Zimes’ review of the debate on the Indian 


Budget in Parliament, the same paper remarks :— 
—— the Indian It is no use repeating the fact that the Times 
udget. 
improvements effected in the administrative or education departments or in the 
eneral condition of the people are not hidden from the eyes of the Indians. 
he English ‘people may well be pleased to hear the Z%mes praise Lord Curzon 
or the Parliament speak highly of him; but how can we Indians, over whom the 
wheel of Lord Curzon’s rule has once passed and under which we are suffering 
and may have to suffer for generations, be satisfied with these flattering 

descriptions ? | 

75. -The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 19th September observes that 
owing to the enhancement of taxation, the gharry- 
Strike by gharry-wallas at wwaligs have made a strike at Bankipur from 


— Wednesday last. The people are very much 
inconvenienced... oe 
tages ie Patan: . 76. Thesame paper informs that virulence 


of plague is increasing in Patna. 
77. The same paper, in reference to the arrival of some machine guns in 
: ae India, and also to the order regarding the supply 
pak — ” ¥* of 200 cartridges instead of 150 to each cavalr 
soldier and 82 cartridges instead of 60 to eac 
military officer, hopes that there is no special reason for this sudden increase 
of the materials of war in the British Indian Army. 


Uriya Papers. 


78. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th September states that there 
silica cai was plenty rain in the Cuttack district in the last 
érop ecw iy ell and “week, that the health of Cuttack town is good, 
_ and that, according to its Deopur correspondent, 
the Beak paddy is almost a total failure. 

79. Referring to the a0 — : a trade mission to Southern 
“ie es ersia by the Government of India, the same 
' oe —_— =e. paper observes that the Indians are already tired 

of missions, which prove in the end very costly and therefore ruinous. It 
may be that the proposed peaceful mission may in time be converted into an 
armed intervention like the Tibet Mission. When the possibilities are so 

great, 1¢ would be prudent not to send any mission at all. 

8v. The Uriya. and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 3lst August is of 

The proposed Persian Mission,  °P!Mion that the proposed mission to Persia ig 
Calculated to excite the jealousy of Russia, which 

has a firm footing in Persia. 

81. Referring toa moene © the — Graduates’ Association held oh 
oe _ the house of Babu Gokulanand Chowdhury in the 
wna Te week, in which a resolution was oneiad point- 
: ing out that the claims of Uriyas to Government 
service had. been neglected in three instances, the Utkaldtpika [Cuttack] of the 
10th September observes that the complaint is just, and that a represontation 
should be made to Government on the subject. : Vs ; 
82. The same paper approves of the observations made in the columns 
or of the Indian Nation on the speeches delivered 
England. Curson's speeches in ty Lord Curzon in England, and says that His 
Senn Excellency has nothing to say regarding the 
aspirations and hopes of the educated middle-class Indians created by more 


has only re-echoed the voice of Lord Curzon. The 
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than a century of British rule in this country. A system of administration that 
failed to entrust the Indians with powers of self-government after its continu. 
ance for about two hundred years has very little in it to deserve commendation, 


Unbecemits 83. The same paper draws attention to the commendable strike of the 
Sept 10th, 1904. Marwaris in Calcutta, who by their united and 


oe ee business-like proceedings succeeded in bringing 
the Calcutta Municipality to reason. The writer is glad that the Chairman 
of that Municipality adopted the only course open to him, that is, he amended 
the rules in inven of the Marwaris, who were not to blame in any way for 
the narrowness of the Bara Bazar streets in Calcutta. 


Samvap Vanixa, 84. Referring to the action of the District Registrar of Cuttack in 
Sept. Sth, 1940. co calling upon 69 Muhammadans of the place to pay 
2 prices of stamps and fines for neglecting to have 


their marriages registered in due form under India 
Act XII of 1880 by Kaji Nazar Mahammad, the daly authorised Muhammadan 
Registrar, and for hevten the same registered by Abdul Manan, who is not so 
authorised, and in issuing in this connection a general notice to all local Muham- 
madans, the same = tm points out that the District Registrar should remember 
that the Muhammadans of Cuttack are divided into two hostile sections and 
that Kaji Nazir Muhammad is not liked by the majority of the Muhammadan 
community in the town. Under such circumstances, it would have been 
enough had the District Registrar issued notices to one or two Muhammadans 
who contravened the provisions of the Marriage Act, if he wanted to make any- 
thing out of the technical offences committed by them. To issue notices to 
60 Muhammadans at a stage when the Collector himself is not sure whether 
any offence has been committed by them or not is injudicious and is calculated 
to produce discontent among the members of the Muhammadan community 
in Cuttack. The writer therefore requests the District Officer to temper 
justice with mercy and see that his proceedings are marked by fairness and 
| moderation. 
SamvaD VAHIKA. 85. Referring to the Tobacco Bill, introduced into the British Parliament 
i ictal iia with the object of prohibiting the sale of different 
enone LR EEE preparations of tobacco to boys and girls, the 
Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 8th September observes that a similar Bill 
is needed in India, where the use of different preparations of tobacco among 
children has been continually on the increase. It is an admitted fact that 
tobacco and its preparations are injurious to health. It is a poison that must 
emaciate young men and women in the long run. | 
The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore) of the 31st August holds a similar 


opinion. 
SamvaD VamIEA, apes 86. The same paper states that the health of 
-— Balesore, lth and the rainfall’ in the Balasore town is good, and that there was plenty 
| of rain in the Balasore district in the last week. 


Uarra an Nava 87. The Uriya and Navasamvad 7 erguoge of the slst August says that 
ions ta toe the rule that a candidate, who has been once 

; er oe Middle Sekoletahin, amy admitted into the Primary or Middle Scholarship 
tions. Examination shall not again be admitted into the 

3 saice standard of examination must not be enforced 

in the current year, as sufficient notice of the same has not been given to the 

parties interested. The writer therefore requests the Inspector of Schools, 

Orissa Division, to move the Director of Pablic Instruction on the subject and 

induce him to keep the rule in abeyance for another year, for it is. inadvisable 

to introduce a change suddenly without consulting the interests of those who 


may be affected thereby. eee | 
Uarra ap Nava - The same paper regrets to learn that 
Bauvar — gimninderpest_ in the Balssoro yinderpest is creating a havoc among the cattle in 


| the northero part of the Balasore district. 
Gansemmastm, 89. The Garjatbasins LTeleben of the 10th September regrets to nation 
pt 10th, _, ‘he demise of Keshab Chandra Deb, the uncle 0 
a sag =? ee Chief ‘the Raja of Bamra. He was an industrious, 


_ , learned and religious man, much liked by the 
peeple of that State. His loss will be felt in Bamra for Bove years to ae. 


( 911 ) : 
90. The Athgurh correspondent of the same 


Drought in the Athgarh State. paper says that there was no rain in that State in 

) the last week. 
91. A-correspondent of the — Peper “a pox the Re ge State 
being a a Pravne ity, 8 amal- 
The Kharial State. gamated pee i, oe per, and that this fact 

should be brought prominently to the notice | f the India i Govmeinaah. 
ASSAM Papers. 

92. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 16th Se a out that the 
largest number © ro Cachar aro 


Ealistment of, Maniperis © "furnished by the Manipuri tribe, pes suggests the 
Se appointment of Manipuri police Micns to co 
with them. The present ea 3 in most cases fail to detect Manipuri chalnals, 
but better le may 9 expected if men of their own race are set to 
hunt them down, In this was one Manipuri Sub-Inspector and half-a-dozen 
Manipuri constables might be * SS t There are many Manipuris now 
available for such posts, wee know both English and. Bengali. 


NARAYAN ee BHATTACHARYYA, 


| Bengak Translator. 
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